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We are much pleased to learn, that the good work of God is, ix 





some degree, prospering on Lee circuit, of late, notwithstanding 
the disadvantages under which the people have labored, during 
some part of the year. The Rev. Abraham Murphy, whe was 
appointed to take charge of the circuit, was prevented, by una- 
voidable circumstances, from trevelling some part of his time; 
but God will take care of his people; He blessed the labors of a 
useful young man, who travelled, as an assistant preacher. Sixty 
persons have united themselves with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, on the circuit, and prospects are pleasingly brightening. 
We expect to attend with them, at their camp-meeting the 20th, 
&c. of September, and hope God will more powerfully display 
his saving grace, in bringing home to his fold, many who are now 
wandering far in the weary wastes of sin. 


CAMP-MEETINGS. 

The season of the year has arrived, when many will leave, fora 
season, their homes and worldly aflairs, and go to the place, where 
God, in great mercy and grace, has often blessed, and made then 
happy. Never until the light of Heaven shall reveal, to an as- 
sembled universe, the transactions of time, in their proper charac- 
ter, will it be fully known, ‘how much good has been done at 
‘~amp-meetings. At these places, God himself delights to dwell, 
At these plaecs, thousands of poor, degraded, wretched wonder- 
ers, have been rationally convinced of their ruined condition, and 
vraciously enabled to embrace the heart-cheering promises of th’ 
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gospel, to the salvation of their souls. The degraded sot has 
been made a sober man;-—an attentive husband, and affectionate 
parent. Families, long addicted to idleness, have become indus. 
trious and attentive to business. In short, all the effects of long 
tried conversion, have grown out of the change wrought upon the 
hearts of wicked men, at these useful meetings. 

I expect to attend the following camp-meetings. 

Sulphur-Spring August 16—21 

Stonedam, Green county, 23—27 

Jonesborough cireuit, wherever it may be appointed, Augus: 
30 to September 3 

Dandridge, Sept. 6—10 

Carter’s Valley “ 14—18 

Lee circuit “ 20—24 

Hawkins circuit “ 27, &e 

Powell’s Valley October 4—8. 

@#The “Farmer’s Journal” will please insert the above, once 
or twice. TH: STRINGFIELD 


EOR THE MESSENGER. 

Mr. Epitor : In perusing the first number of the * Calvinistic 
Magazine,” 1 observed an article styled “Five Peculiarities of 
Calvinism’ signed “ N.,” The writer, no doubt, is a staunch Cal. 
vinist, and believes every body wrong but those whose faith agrees 
with his own. 

He tells us, in the first peculiarity, that “the system of doctrines 
termed Calvinistic, is unlike all others and that from its en- 
closure, there is no exit this side the grave.” The correctness of 
this statement is very questionable, particularly if the writer had 
in view the doctrine of decrees and unconditional predestination, 
which is very probable. The old Stoic Philosophers believed in 
predestination, or fate, as it is more properly called. The 
ancient Pharisees believed that all things were brought to pass by 
the all-powerful influence of unconditional decrees; which is @ 
clear proof that Calvinism is not unlike all other systems in this 
point. Again, the doctrine taught by Mahomet, has one particular 
in which it very much resembles the doctyine of Calvinistic pre- 
destination, And, on candid examination, it will be found that 
Calvinism, in this peculiarity, agrees, exactly, with the Koran 
Calvinists may think these facts disreputable to their profession, 
and endeavor to draw alive of demareation between themselves 
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to that part of the world, which makes no pretentions to religiou, 
yut that even among the professors and ministers of that religion 
which requires its votaries to be “without guile,” there are some- 
times to be found, individuals, who will be friendly toward you 
so long as that friendship willsubserve personal and sectarian in- 
terests, and who, when they find that a contrary course will better 
promote the same ends, will not only treat you with cold indiffer- 
nce, but with supercilious contempt. 

It is a well known fact, sometimes lamented by the friends of 
republicanism, and always deplored by the religious community, 
except the members and friends of that denomination particularly 
interested, that most of our literary institutions, more especially 
those in this state, are under Presbyterian influence, and the Presi- 
dency and professorships of our Colleges, are often filled with 
Clergymen, either of the old Geneva stamp, or such as have been 
taught the comparatively modern refinements of Hopkinsianism. 
ina iiterary institution, on this side of the mountain, some of the 
faculty are of the above description; among whom, isa young 
man, warm from one of the celebrated theological seminaries in 
the east. Perhaps it may be proper to say that this geptleman is 
but a licentiate at present, never having received a call, at least, 
such a one as he was disposed to obey. When he first come on, 
therefore, it was his interest to be very catholic in his disposition, 
and hence he manifested great friendship and liberality toward the 
Methodists in this section of country. He frequently spent evenings 
it Methodist houses, in company with several ministers of that 
denomination, for whom he manifested the greatest love and friend- 
ship, often observing that he was pleased to find the Methodists 
in this country, much more enlightened and much more correct in 
their theological views than they were in that section of country 
from which he came. The unsuspecting Methodists took him, 
as it were, into their bosoms—invited him into their pulpits, to 
their lovefeasts, &c. and indeed, sir, on some occasions, he was 
almost like unto one of us. Who could have suspected that all 
this friendship and good feeling toward the Methodists, as a de- 
nomination, was condescendingly extended to them out of mere 
pity for their weakness and ignorance! The sequel will, how- 
ever, show, that this was the fact, or that the Rev. gentleman 
was clad in the garb of hypocricy all the while. 

It came to pass, that the stated clergyman of the Presbyterian 
congregation adjacent to the college, gave up his pastoral charge, 
and removed from the place. The committee appointed to supply 
the congregation with preaching, until a regular pastor could be 
called, selected this gentleman, inconnexion with one other, ts 
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and these sects, which they may do in some particulars; but not 
in the point now In question. 

Calvinism differs from all systems of christian doctrine that I 
have ever seen, in its making God the author of sin, and all hue 
man wretchedness. This [ have heard o; penly avowed by Calvine 
‘jsts themselves. See chapter 3rd, Pre sbyte rian Confession of 
Faith. If all things come to pass acc ording to the good will and 
purpose of God, then it is evident that there is no sin in the world, 
(for sin 1s in oppos ition to the will of God,) or that he is the au- 
thor of sin, inasmuch as his almighty saben r is enga pe to fulfil 
his eternal decrees. Calvinism is unlike all other creeds of Chris- 
tians in representing God asa partial being, which ap pears in his 


electing from all et ernity, some angels and mento eve rlasti ng hh fe, 


_— any other cause than his sovereign pleasure, and repro bat 


ng the rest ot angels and men to everlasting destruction for the 
pra ts glorious justice, without any respect to their charac- 
rer. see Zn 3rd sections of ch pt ‘r ord, Pres y te rian Con- 
fession of Fait! row, the ry orm us that ““God is 
no respect t persons;” Acts 34. “For this is good, and 
acceptanie 1 ig it God, our Saviour, who will have all 
men to be sa Lcome to the knowledge of the truth,” 1 Tim. 
41, Ishall leave the reader to judge whether the Confession 
*aith. rthe seriptire ar the rongest claim on our be- 
Calvinism goes farther in differing from the other isms of the 
satin church, as appears from the doctrine which imforms us 
that God created man holy, aud gave him a law with the ostensa- 
ble design ol preserving this holiness; but. same tune, sé 
ly decreed. and SO Naha red atlairs, as to proc ure his COULDLUSS 
of sin and fall from holiness; all for + » purpose of heightening his 
own glory, by raising him again by the de ‘al h of his only begot- 
ten Son; which is in eflect saying. ta could not have pert 
his work without first secretly causing it to be marred, 
too, in Opposition to his own high command. The 
which is, that Gi xd, according to Calvinism, v) 
word, and causes his own holy law to be brol 
ing out uponthe secret and revealed wills of G 
ing to Calvinism, never harmonize, but always have opposite 
jects to accomplish. Now, who can believe | God | 
ners, in his revealed word, not to do certain 
decreed, that they shall do them, and works 
agency to bring about that decree? 
strous? Can any man believ 
ner, when he has, of. his own sover gn pier e, tromall etern 
di creed the 3in, tovether ith a al 


| 10nS and circumsant 
ces which led thereto? 
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Calviniam differs trom all other christian creeds ia destroying 
the influence of the motives and expostulations of the gospel, 
which appears from the following considerations. The sinner, 
full of the belief that his destmy was unconditionally and unalter. 
“ably fixed from all eternity, and knowing that it is in vain to resis 
or strive against his Maker, quiets his conscience, and eludes the 
force of gospel truth, by saying, God has fixed my doom, and al! 
the powers in the universe cannot alter it. He goes still farther, 
and says, if Lam a favored elect, God will bring me in by his ir. 
resistible grace, at his own good time, and if I am a poor help. 
less reprobate, all I can do will avail nothing; thus Calvinism af. 
fords a refuge for sinners without the consolations of the gospel 
Calvinism seems to open a door for licentiousness, by teaching that, 
“whatsoever comes to pass,” is according to the “‘purpose” and 
*sood pleasure of God.” This gives the sinner an excuse for 
his crimes, and more particularly so, when he learns that his heart 
and sins will not part ’till death; and that he must and will si 
every day of his life, in thought, word and deed. How pleasing 
to flesh and blood! Is this a peculiarity of Calvinism ? 

But is it true that there is no exit from calvinism, this side the 
grave? I think the assertion is incorrect, and can be proven to 
be so, by acloud of witnesses. But we ave told that those whe 
changed were never Calvinists, &c. I would ask, who knows 
this? Is the writer of the peculiarities, acquainted with the hearts 
of all who have abandoned Calvinism? No, he has only made ' 
this eflort to bias the minds of his readers, because his stock of 
arguments was exhausted; which, by the bye, stands as a clear 

roof of the badness of hiscause. Truth needs no such sweep 
ing assertions for its support. 

The writer tells us, in his second peculiarity, that the sects of 
denominations denying the fundamentals of christianity cannot bear 
Calvinism; i. e. I suppose they reject and oppose it. If opposi- 
tion to Calvinisin be a denial of the fundamentals of Christianity, 
then Arminians are heretics; for they oppose it, conscientiously 
believing it dangerous error. But opposition to Calvinism is not 
the standard by which to ascertain heresy, or a denial of the fun- 
damentals of Christianity. He shows a disposition to identify 
Arminians with Atheists, Deists, Universalists, Unitarians, Sha- 
kers and Swedenburgians; no doubt, hoping thereby, to enlist the 
prejudices of his readers against Arminians. But will such dis- 
ingenuous efforts blind the minds of an enlightened pres It is 
hoped not. This gentleman was surely at a loss for arguments 
to prove the super-excellence of Calvinism, or he never would 
have made such puerile efforts in its behalf. He proceeds, and 
says, “let it be remembered that where Galvinists and Arminian: 
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differ, all these denominations join the general outery Neg Cal: 
rinism.” Does he wish to make his readers beheve that Armin- 
sanism bears a real affinity to the creeds of these seve a denom- 
inations? If this is his object, to say the least of it, it is ungen- 
erous and false. But is it not possible for those sects to have cor- 
rect views of some of the great truths of the gospel? Or are 
we to reject every thing the y believe, merely because of their 
gdious names? =T his would be dealing by we wholesale. 

We are told, in the third peculiarity, that ‘‘irreligious men al- 
most universally hate Calvinism.” Now, heh is the cause of 
this? Is it not because Calvinism stands i in Opposition to the ve- 
ry first dictate of common sense, and unbiased reason? The 
insinuation whieh the writer makes concerning the hostility of Ar- 
minianism towards God’s eternal purposes, as understood by Cal- 
yiuists, is so managed as to be construed into the natural rebellion 
of the unregenerate heart, against God and his holy law; but this 
isfar from being the fact. ‘The opposition which sinners feel to 
holiness is very different from that which Arminians feel when op- 
posing what they conceive to be hurtfulerror. ‘The writer seems 
really to think no man is a christian, who opposes his sentiments. 
Arminians oppose Calvinism, and if this gentleman be correct they 
are all unregenerate, self-deceived, and, in a word, every thing 
that is bad. But, he goes on and says, “‘this may seem to have an 
uncharitable bearing towards christians who oppose Calvinism.” 
really think it is uncharitable to all intents and purposes. But 
he pretends to make some kind of an apology by saying “there 


can be nothing unfriendly to any oue in the truth.” Is _ this the a- 
pology he offers for excluding all anti-Calvinists from heaven? 
A production of the most incorrigible P rejudice. | think his 


remarks in the third pe culiarity, originated not in the truth, but in 
the contracted mind of one who thinks all wrong but his own par- 
ty. He speaks as though Calvinism was acknowledged to be a 
system of infallable truth; which, however, is a matter of great 
doubt with many of the wisest and best men in the world. 

In the fourth peculiarity, the writer states that, conversion with 
striking frequency, changes the Arminian into the Calvinist; 
And, then, asks where did it happen that conversion caused a Cale 
vinist to change to an Arminian? I think it would not be dillicult 
to prove that conversion makes no Calvinist atall. For it isa well 
known fact, that many young converts have remained in Calvin- 
istic churche 5, a considera! ble length of time, who did not believe 
their doctrines; yet the genuineness of their conversion was never 
once called im question. It ra also, well known, that wany who 
have become members of Calvinistic churches, could only be 
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brought to a behef of their doc trines by repeated drillings, cate 
chisings, &e., and afier all, many have stuck out in their attach. 
ment to Arminianism for many years. This can be proven, and of 
course, Mr. N’s assertion stands on but sleader ground. Furthe T, 
it will not be difficult to prove that persons of Calvinistic notions, 
before conversion, for there are mi iny suc h, the writers re mark 

notwithstanding, whenchanged by the power of Ged, have, while 
feeling all the glow of holy love rejected many of the pe uliarities 
of Calvinism, and never, till they had lost vround in their religious 
enone ts would they ailempt to advocate them. Many of the 
most p nous Mme mbe rs ot calvimisti Arandaea dis ‘ard the doctrine of 
unconditional election and reprobation altogether. This is a fact 
too notorious for denial. And evs ry one knows how unwelcome 
their doctrines are to asoul, glowing with ardent love to God and 
man. 

In the fifth peculiarity, he insiuuates very strong rly that there 
is no other sysiei vel ie capable of conve rting Sin- 
ners, an a goes Of tO aSk th uch a work was ever wrought 
by the opposite of Calvinism? I would here remark that it is 


Gti . impro ible 


vuether any sinnei was ever awakened or con- 
hing of the decrees of unconditional elec. 
dd reprob y if the gentleman will take the pains to 
Fletcher, Coke _ Asbury, or the 
st Epi scopal Church, or go to some camp- 


verted u vl rrthe 


1: a Aeoal of witnesses to val the excellency 

fficacy of the doctrines he now opposes. Wh 
so abundantly blessed the Arminians for the last half 
Is it not because they have preached the truth, as it is 
A;d is not this the reason why he has sent down the 

) and crowned their work with abundant success? But it 
he writer of the Peculiarities would have the world to 
hat the great work which has been going on so long among 
is mere deception, and not the work of God. I could 
‘ope that this is not his object, but if it is, [ apprehend 

lis e x pec tation. 


A FRIEND TO FAIR DEALING. 
West Tennessee, July 25th, 2827. 
Ta the Editor of the Holston Conference Messenger. 

Sm: No man who attends to passing circumstances and 
examines the conduct of men, can fail of learning many 
of which he was previously ignorant. It has been either 

nod or bad fortune, recently to become acquamted w ith cer- 
“tacts, which go to convince me that duplicity is not confined 
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to that part of the world, which makes no pretentions to religiog, 
but that even among the professors and ministers of that religion 
which requires its votaries to be “without guile,” there are some- 
times to be found, individuals, who will be friendly toward you 
so long as that friendship willsubserve personal and sectarian in- 
terests, and who, when they find that a contrary course will better 
promote the same ends, will not only treat you with cold indiffer- 
ence, but with supercilious contempt. 

It is a well known fact, sometimes lamented by the friends of 
republicanism, and always deplored by the religious community, 
except the members and friends of that denomination particularly 
interested, that most of our literary institutions, more especially 
those in this state, are under Presbyterian influence, and the Presi- 
dency and professorships of our Colleges, are often filled with 
Clergymen, either of the old Geneva stamp, or such as have been 
taught the comparatively modern refinements of Hopkinsianism. 
ina literary institution, on this side of the mountain, some of the 
faculty are of the above description; among whom, isa young 
man, warm from one of the celebrated theological seminaries in 
the east. Perhaps it may be proper to say that this gem‘leman is 
but a licentiate at present; never having received a call, at least, 
such a one as he was disposed to obey. When he first come on, 
therefore, it was his interest to be very catholic in his disposition, 
and. hence he manifested great friendship and liberality toward the 
Methodists in this section of country. He frequently spent evenings 
at Methodist houses, in company with several ministers of that 
denomination, for whom he manifested the greatest love and friend- 
ship, often observing that he was pleased to find the Methodists 
in this country, much more enlightened and much more correct in 
their theological views than they were in that section of country 
from which he came. The unsuspecting Methodists took him, 
as it were, into their bosoms—invited him into their pulpits, to 
their lovefeasts, &c. and indeed, sir, on some occasions, he was 
almost like unto one of us. Who could have suspected that all 
this friendship and good feeling toward the Methodists, as a de- 
nomination, was condescendingly extended to them out of mere 
pity for their weakness and ignorance! The sequel will, how- 
ever, show, that this was the fact, or that the Rev. gentlemaz 
was clad in the garb of hypocricy all the while. 

It came to pass, that the stated clergyman of the Presbyterian 
congregation adjacent to the college, gave up his pastoral charge, 
and removed from the place. The committee appointed to supply 
the congregation with preaching, until a regular pastor could be 
called, selected this gentleman, in connexion with one other, to 
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preach to them regul tly Not long after he was thus sup plied w itty 
work, (and a good fat ‘sallary too) the report of the General As: 
sembly of the Presbyterian C hurch came on, and was immediate- 
ly read by him to the congregation. Il will take more particular 
notice of this report ina subsequent communication; but at pre- 
sent, [ will say it contains many things not true, in fact, repre- 
senting sections of the country, where some of our best preache rs 
are |; bouri ing, and where we he ive as intelligent and pious congre- 
gations, as that over which he at present presides, as being in- 
volved almost in a state of heathenism, and entirely destitute of the 
means of grace. I did not hear the report read myself, but several 
of our ministers and members were present, who gave me intor- 
mation. IT sought an opportunity not many days since to make 
some inquiry of the Rev. gentleman concerning the report; the 
contents of which he seemed disposed full y to justify : Observing, 
that “every one acquainted with Pre sbyte rianism, understood the 
report periectly; that the Pre ‘sbyte ‘rians do not. nor did they ever 
regard the Method: st.asa C hurch. a religious denomination; that 
they did not reeard Methodis: ministers as clergymen at all, and 
he nee, accordimg 1O the views ol Presby terians, the re port Was 
strictly correet.” 1 asked him how they could protess such friend- 
Ship for Methodists, as they always did, in places where Meth- 
odisin liad the precedency. ' How they could invite our members 
to their sacraments, and attend with us at ours, if we were a 
schismatick sect, if they did not regard us as a regular Church? 
He said “they thought, that although the Methodist’s heads were 
wrong, thi y, in charity, beheved that many of their hearts were 
right, and that, therefore, they weresometimes friendly to them 
in condescension to their weakness.” told him, I hoped that ne 
member or minister that was honored with the name of Metho- 





aaa dist, would ever accept of, or reciprocate fr endships I were 


coudescendingly extended to them in consideration of their ignor- 








ance, while the denomination, at large, was held in sitessscalaalll 


by all regular Presbyterians. We had other con- 














versation Ww hy ch ! have not time here to insert. but the above 1S the 












































ibstance of what was said; and, sir, these circumstances, ail ta- 
ken together, confirm me in this opinion, that it is true that the 
Presbyterians now look apon, and always have looked upon the 
Methodist Church with contemptuous jealousy, and altho’ there 

> many sodividuals ameng them that are truly pious, and whom 
I wish to esteemas such, yet asa denomination, | believe it 
would be well for the Methodists, both preachers and people, to 





own business, perform their own duties, attend their 
mectings, aud not put themselves in the way of a people: 
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hat holds them in such utter detestation. From the little experrence 
[have had in the ministry, I have learned, that the presbyterians 
are only friendly to us, where itis to their interest, as a denom- 
ination, to be so, and notwithstanding their pretensions to disin- 
terestedness in all they do, candour compels me to say, that they 
are the most selfish people I have ever met with. 

Nothing would afford me greater pleasure than to see the vo- 
taries of the same religion “dwelling together in unity.” IT have 
always been a man of peace and ever wish to be so, and it is mel- 
ancholy to see the time and talents that should be employed in 
decrying vice, and recommending virtue and piety spent in sec- 
tarian disputes and religious altercations. Yet, sir, itis unpleas- 
ant to be heard with contempt, as a denomination—to have our 
ministers held forth to the world as a set of ignoramuses unwor- 
thy the character of preachers of the gospel. If we canbe friendly, 
on honorable and christian principles, well; if not, would it not be 
the better way for us to have as little intercourse as possible? 
If they can promote virtue and piety, God knows my heart, I have 
no objection. We, as Methodists, have as much as we can do. 
It is, or ought to be, our business “to raise up an holy people.” 
May God give us success in the great work! 

A METHODIST PREACHER. 
—— @ oe 
CHILDREN. 

The moral branches of education can never be successfully 
taught without the aid of example. Example has, in a great meas- 
sure, the same influence upon every part of education. Children 
do little, besides imitating others. Parents who read, will have 
reading children. Industrious parents will have industrious chil- 
dren. Lying parents will have lying children. 

Every child should be taught to pay all his debts, and fulfil all 
his contracts, exactly in the manner, completely in the value; and 
punctually at the time. Every child should be discouraged from 
the propensity to make bargains, so early, so strongly, and so 
universally visible. He should be discouraged, also, from every 
wish to make what is called a good bargain; the common source 
of all cheating; and should be taught that he is bound to render ar 
equivalent for what he receives. Every bargain disadvantage- 
ous to himself, he should scrupulously fulfil. Every th:ng, which 
he has borrowed, he should be obliged to return, uninjured, at 
the time; and every thing belonging to others, which he has lost, 
he should be required to replace. 

The minds of children may easily be rendered kind by a wise 
alculation; and by the want of it, will easily become unfeeling 
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and cruel. Children should be taught the first moment they are 
capable of being tau; ght, a lively tenderness for the feelings, the 
sufferings and the happiness of beings (serpents or reptiles n ot eX- 
cepted) with whom they are conversant. Every child should be 
invariably instructed to exercise kindness towards animals, and 
@> shun cruelty, even to an insect. Dwight’s Theology 




























cquensenensinnmastntionnns 
PROPHETIC VIEWS OF INFIDELITY. 
* €There is much, it must be confessed, in the apostacy of mul- 
titudes, and the rapid progress of infidelity, to awaken our fears 
for the virtue of the rising generation ;- but nothing to shake our 
faith; nothing which scripture itself does not give us room to 
expect. The features which compose the character of aposéates, 
their profaneness, presumption, lewdness, impatience of subordi- 
nation, restless appetite for change, vain pretensions to freedom 
and to emancipate the world, while themselves are the slaves of 
lust, the weapons with which they attack Christianity, and the 
snares they spread for the unwary, are depicted in the clearest 
colours by the pencil of prophecy. ‘ Knowing this first,’’ says 
Peter, “that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking 
after their own lusts.” (2 Peter iii. 3.5 In the same epistle be 
more fully describes she persons he alludes to—* as chiefly them 
which walk ofier the flesh, in the lust of uncieanness, and despise 
goverument; presumptuous are they, self-willed, they are not 
afraid to speak evil of dignities; sporting themselves in their 
own déceivings, having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot 
cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: for when they speak 
great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of 
the flesh, through much wantonness, those who were clean esca- 
ped from them who live in error; while they promise them liber- 
nik ty, they themselves are the servants of corruption.” (2 Peter ii.) 
: Of the same characters Jupr admonishes us “ ta remember that 
they were foretold as mockers, who should be in the last time, 
4% who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. These be they,’’ 
i he adds, “ who separatc themselves,” by apostacy, “sensual, not 
having the Spirit.” Infidelity is an evil of short duration. “It 
has, a8 @ judicious writer observes, “no individual subsistence 
given it inthe system of prophecy. It is not a beast; but a mere 
putrid excrescence of the papal beast: an excrescence which, 
though it may diffuse death through ev rey vein of the body on which 
it grew, yet shall die along with it.” (See an excellent work, 
lately published by the Rev. A. Fuller, entitled, The Gospel its own 
witness.) Its enormities will hasten its overthrown, It is impos- 
sible that a system which, by vilifying every virtue, and embra- 
cing the patronage of almost every vice and crime, wages war 
with all the order and civilization of the world: which equal to 
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the establishment of nothing, is armed only with the energies of 
destruction, can long retain an ascendancy. It is in no shape 
formed for perpetuity. Sudden in its rise, and impetuous in its 
progress, it resembles a mountain torrent, which is loud, filthy 


and desolating; bute being 1 by no perennial spring, 1s soon 


‘ 
drained off, and isanpears By permitting to acertain extent the 


prevalence of it fidelitv, providence is preparing new triumphs for 
religion. In asserting its authority, the preachers of the gospel 
have hitherto found it necessary to weigh the prospects of immor- 
tality against the interests of time; to strip the world of its 
charms, to insist on the deceitfulness of pleasure, the unsatisfying 
nature of riches, the emptiness of grandeur, and the nothingness 
of a mere worldly life. Topics of this nature will always have 
their use; but itis not by such representations alone that the im 


portance of religion is evinced. The prevalence of impiety has 


armed us with new weapons in its defence.” 
o.oo 

A Newspaper In A Famity — ihe mindsof active children are 
ever agog after something on which their fancy may rest. Thi: 
principle of the human faculty never can be satisfied short of 
enjoyment in something. This being a self-evident position, the 
question fairly arises, what is the best food for such minds? If 
we wish their faculties to remain useless, deprive children, as 
much as possible, of all sources of information; teach them that 
all polish is superfinous. Then they will either be drones 
vagabonds, according as the bent of their inclination may 
them. But, on the contrary, if you would like to have th 
spring of your charge, both active and useful, place h ine 
tives before them, as would lead a tender and susceptible mind 
inté a train of useful thought, which would so bias future con- 
duct, as to justify the saying of the wise man,“ rin up a child 
in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from it.”’” One great source of this bending of the twig, may be 
attributed to the reading of the newspapers. There is not, at any 
one time, more matter placed before a child, than he may think | e 
can peruse in the course of a week, after which, soon arrives 
another treat, until it becomes a matter of course; and in propor- 
tion to the expansion of the mind of the child, will bis eagerness 
for the successive paper increase. 

When once this thirst for improvement and information has 
gained an ascendency, the little fooleries and foibles that so fre- 
quently disgrace neighborhoods, and in which none but the frivo- 
lous and the uncultivated are generally engaged, will 
away. At the same time, such children are more ati 
industry ; for when the toils of the day are over, a m 
tion awaits the mind at home, in the character of 
vant; and children are not seeking relief from tv: 
lating a neighbour’s premises. 
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These, atnone @ great variety of other causes that crowd upon 
us, are the reasons why we would be willing to direct the attention 
of parents to the simple article of a newspaper.—Switz’ld Guest 
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FILIAL PIETY. 

SoLomon, though surrounded by courtiers, and perplexed by 
the care of a vast monarchy; though possessed of talents that 
bid defiance to those perplexities, and constituted their possessor 
one of the greatest of mankind; could nevertheless stoop from 
his great elevation to give instructioneventochildren. He seems 
to have been deeply sensible of the importance of filial piety — 
‘“* My son, (says be,) hear the instruction of thy father, and for 
sake not the law of thy mother.”” How amiable does the mon- 
arch of Israel appear in such passages as this, so many of which 
are scattered through his works, and how amiable will ever be 
the vouth, and how honoured by society, who keeps this injunc- 
tion; to which the sage of Israel adds—* For they shall be an 
ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck;” 
meaning, no doubt, that the youth who honored his parents, 
would be honored in his turn by his own children, and by tha 
people: And as chains of gold were then, as now, worn about 
the necks of the rich, and especially of princes; virtuous youth 
were given to understand, that to love and reverence their parents, 
would be the means of exalting them to wealth as well as to 
power. It will still hold good in our day. No youth can adopt 
a surer path of distinction and prosperity, than to “ honour his 
father and mother,” to reverence their gray hairs, and to do 
nothing that shall tend to bring them “ with sorrow to the grave.” 
Fear God—honour thy parents—and preserve thyself from “ evil 
communications,” which “corrupt good manners ’—is what 
youth should ever keep in mind; for this it is, that will crown 
them with glory in this life, and in the world to come !—vin/idote, 








ACQUIREMENTS NECESSARY FOR A PREACHER, 

He that teaches the knowledge of God to mankind, 
can never have too much information himself. Yet 
some particular acquirements are more especially neces- 
sary. As, first, a thorough knowledge of the system 
of revealed truth. The inspired Scriptures are profita- 
ble for doctrine, for repreof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness; that the man of God may be thor- 
oughly furnished unto all good works. No other 
knowledge can make up a deficiency inthis. It was said 
of Timothy, that from a child he had known the Holy 
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Scriptures, which would make him wise unto salvation, 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 

Next to the knowledge of the truth, which we preach, 
we must suppose it necessary to have a goud understand 
ing of the language which we make use of in our admin. 
istrations. Although Paul did not effect excellency ot 
men’s wisdom; yet he exhorted Titus to use sound speech, 
that could net be condemned. 

The knowledge of the ‘dead language, though highly 
desirable, is not ‘thought absolute ly necessary. Foral- 
though Christ, upon certain occasions, and for particu- 
jar purposes, bestowed the gift of tongues upon the apos- 
tles; yet even at the day of Pentecost, we have no re 
sen to suppose they spoke with any more tongues, than 
there were persons of different languages to hear them 
Now is it certain that they had this gift at all times, to 
make wanton use of at their own pleasure. There is 
less evidence still, that ordinary teachers, even of the 
apostolic age, were favored with the gift of tongues.—~ 
But, however, if any are so highly favored as to say 
with the apostle, ‘I thank my God I speak with tongues 
more than you ali;” let them not forget that he adds, 
‘fvet in the church [ had rather speak five words with 
my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others 
alse, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.’ 

Also, a good knowledge of ecclesiastical history, is 
to be considered as a necessary and interesting acquire- 
ment—From this source, we are able to trace the foot. 
steps of the flock of Christ back to the early dawn of 
Christianity. We learn what scenes of distress the 
curch fas passed through: what persecution she has en- 
dured for his name’s sake, and notfainted. Also, what 
declensions and reformations have succeeded each other; 
together with the accomplishment of several Scripture 
prophecies. 

It will be granted that there are many other usefu! 
acquirements, though not so sbsolutely necessary to qual 
ify a person to perach the gospel Such asa genera! 
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knowledge of the art and sciences, and of human nature 
These are to be considered as useful appendages, rather 
than constituent parts. But although a man were posses 
sed of all the accomplishments described, yet *‘How 
should he preach except he be sent.””. Dr. Baldwin. 





Holiness is the high prize the Christian should keep 
ever in view; this is the mark he should be daily pressing 
towards; this is the one thing he should be constantly 
aiming at; like the blessed apostle, he should forget all 
his past attainments, experience, usefulness, and Chris- 
tian temper; that 1s, he should not rest satisfied in them, 
or inany thing short of conformity to Ch ist, who died 
to restore us to his own image, which is holiness. 








FROM THE 
THE TIME FOR PRAYER. 

Though the pious man, and the true Christian, carries in his 
heart a constant and grateful sense of the Divine goodness, and 
his dependence upon it for ail the good things of time and eterni- 
ty; yet there are nevertheless certain seasons, or rather hours, in 
the diurnal revolution of time, when the heart may be poured out, 
in its fulness, with the best effect. in sup plic ation to the “‘giver or 
every good and perfect gift.” “My vorce shall thou hear betimes, 
O! Lord; early in the morning will I darect my prayer unto thee, 
dred will look up.” These are the words of one of the greatest, 
and best of men; and they prove, that the more exalted the human 
mind; the more does it feel its de ‘pe ‘dence upon God, and the ne- 
cessity of constantly keeping that de pendence in view, by prayer 
and praise at all proper seasons. The genius of the Ps almist was 
an exalted one; and his feelings, as well as his reason, dictated 
the most proper time to hold converse and communion with the 
author of his being. ‘Early in the morning (says he,) will I di- 
rect my prayer unto thee.” It is at this time, that the muifid is best 
prepared to ‘look up” ina contrite, but cheerful spirit, to the au- 
thor of all creation, and to implore all mis blessings upon the la- 
bours and undertakings of the day before us. It is not only an 
act of pure devotion, but it is a salutary act of moral discipline, 
to bow before our heavenly Father “early in the morning,” ys 
fore we go abroad to mingle in the work lly business of the day, 
order that we may be the better prepared to go through that dey 
ness, with credit to ourselves, and without forgetting our depen 


ANTIDOTE. 
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‘Jence on WIM, oF Our duty to our fellow-creatures. The nore Ws 
commune with God, in the spirit of prayer and praise, and love 
and gratitude, the better are we fitted to deal with men in th 
spirit of equity and r:zhteousness, of friendship and affection 
To spin out an elaborate essay on this serious and important 
subject, is not our intent ion; for this brief appeal to the piety of 
our readers, is made more with a view to introduce the following 
beautiful lines, than to exhibit their own ideas. We copy them 
from the Christian Examiner: they flow from the heart, and they 
reach the heart. 
SEASONS OF PAAYER. 
To prayer, to prayer;—for the morning breaks. 
And earth in her Maker’ s smile awakes. 
His light is on all below and above; 
The hght of gladness and life of love, 
Oh, then on the breath of this early air, 
Send upward the incense of grateful prayer, 


To prayer;—for the glorious sun is gone, 

And the gathering darkness of night comes on 
Like a curtain from God’s kind hand it flows 

To shade the couch where his children repose. 
Then kneel, while the watching stars are bright, 
And give your last thoughts to the Guardian of 


To prayer;—for the day God has blest, 
Comes tranquilly on with its welcome rest 
It speaks of creation’s early bloom; 

It speaks of the Prince who burst the tomb 
Then summon the spirit’s exalted powers, 
And devote to Heaven the hallowed hours. 


There are smiles and tears in the mother’s eyes. 
For her new born infant beside her lies. 

Oh hour of bliss ! when the heart o’erflows 
With rapture a mother only knows. 

Let it gush forth in words of fervent prayer; 
Let it swell to Heaven for her precious care. 


There are smiles and tears in that gathering band. 
Where the heart is pledged with the trembling hand 
What trying thoughts in her bosom swell, 

As the bride bids parent and home farewell ! 

Kneel down by the side of the tearful fair, 

And strengthen the perilous hour with praver 
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Kneel down by the sinner’s dying side, 

And pray for his soul through him who died. 
Large drops of anguish are thick on his brow; 
Oh what is earth and its pleasures now ? 

And what shall assuage his dark despair, 

But the penitent cry of humble prayer ? 


Kneel down at the couch of departing faith, 

And hear the last words the believer saith. 

He has bidden adieu to his earthly friends; 

There is peace in his eye that upward bends; 

There is peace in his calm confiding air, 

For his last thoughts are God’s, his last words prayer 


The voice of prayer at the sable bier ! 

A voice to sustain, to sooth, and to cheer 

{t commends the spirit to God who gave; 

It lifts the thoughts from the cold dark grave, 

[t points to the glory where he shall reign, 


, 


Who whispered, “toy brother shall rise again,’ 


The voice of prayer in the world of bliss! 
But gladder, purer, than rose from this. 

The ransomed shout to their glorious. King, 
Where no sorrow shades the soul as théy sing: 
But a sinless and joyous song they raise. 

And their voice of prayer is eternal praise. 


Awake, awake, and gird up thy strength, 

To join that holy band at length. 

To Him, who unceasing love. displays, 

Whom the powers of nature unceasingly praise, 
To Him thy heart and thy hours be given, 

For a life of prayer is the life of heaven. 





Slanderers.— Vice hath not a more abject slave; society produ 
ces nota more odious vermin; nor can the devil receive a guest 
more worthy of him, nor possibly more welcome to him, than a 
slanderer. That person whose fiend-like disposition would lead 
him to defame the female character, is a fit subject for “trea- 
son, stratagem and strife”: and Shakspeare has truly remarked, 
‘That he who steals my purse, steals trash;” but that “he who 
filches from me my good name, robs me of that which not en 
riches him, but makes me poor indeed.” 





